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There was some-
thing missing

from the Bethel High
School sidelines on
Friday night. The
Jaguars trotted onto
Corbus Field with a
little less enthusi-
asm, lacking some
energy that nobody
could quite put their
finger on.

Bethel was miss-
ing its biggest fan and most enthusias-
tic sideline advocate in C.J. Anderson.

Anderson, of course, was a little
busy as the Cal football team was get-
ting ready to play in Boulder, Colo., in
the Bears’ first Pac-12 game of the year
on Saturday. 

Anderson always had a penchant
for scoring during his time at Bethel,
needing very little space to find the
end zone. It only took him one down
to prove that he could do it in the
biggest moment and on the biggest
stage. 

“I never doubted my ability. If you’re
a playmaker once, you can do it again,”
Anderson said. “The simple fact is that
you make do with what you got and my
number was called.”

It was third-and-two with the Cal
Bears down in a wild game at Folsom
Field in Colorado. The hole was so tan-
talizing that Anderson said it was “too
big to be true” and 19 yards later he
trotted into the end zone for the go-
ahead score.

From Corbus to Cal, Anderson’s on the rise
JOSE
SAN MATEO

Bethel grad
C.J. Anderson
runs the ball
for Cal during
the game
against 
Colorado on
Folsom Field
at Boulder,
Colorado. Cal
defeated 
Colorado, 
36-33 at 
overtime.

Michael
Pimentel/
GoldenBear
Sports.com 

■ See San Mateo, Page 2B

The bully pulpit
By Josh Dubow

Associated Press

ALAMEDA — Hue Jackson
talked about building the Oak-
land Raiders into a bully ever
since he got the head coaching
job nearly eight months ago.

With 190 yards rushing
behind a bruising offensive
line, five sacks and a defensive
front that held Denver to 38
yards rushing, consider it mis-
sion accomplished in a 23-20
win that gave the Raiders their
first season-opening victory
since their 2002 AFC champi-
onship season.

“If somebody tells me we
can do that every game, as far
as rushing the ball and getting
a lot of sacks, I am going to tell
you we are going to win a lot of

games,” Jack-
son said. “I
promise you
that.”

Jackson
managed to
do what his
four prede-
cessors could
not by start-

ing the season with a win. But
many of the issues that have
plagued the Raiders in a run
of eight straight non-winning
seasons still were apparent,
most notably 15 penalties for
131 yards that nearly cost Oak-
land the game.

The Raiders, who led the
league with 148 penalties a year
ago, started out this season in
similar fashion despite promis-

es from Jackson in the presea-
son that he would solve what
has been a perpetual problem.

The penalties ran the gamut
from those that were from a
lack of focus — five false starts
and two lining up in the neutral
zone — to overaggressiveness
with two unnecessary rough-
ness and one roughing the pass-
er penalties. There were also
three holding penalties — one
on offense, one on defense and
one on special teams — an ille-
gal contact and a defensive pass
interference call.

So there’s not one easy solu-
tion for a problem that has
plagued the Raiders for almost
their entire existence.

Jackson out to build bruiser in Oakland

SUNDAY
at Bills

10:05 a.m.
CBS

■ See Raiders, Page 4B

By Janie McCauley
Associated Press

SANTA CLARA — Running like mad, Ted Ginn Jr.
almost raised the ball in the air before the goal line to
start celebrating a touchdown on his 102-yard kickoff
return.

He thought twice, then tucked it in safely at his right
side. Ginn had looked up at the big screen and saw a
chasing defender. No way he was risking something going
wrong.

Not after his turbulent week.
Ahead of the season opener, Ginn took a hefty pay cut

and lost his starting job in the receiving corps to new-
comer Braylon Edwards.

What a tough few days for the fifth-year pro before he
returned two kicks for touchdowns in a 59-second span to
seal San Francisco’s season-opening 33-17 victory over
Seattle.

The 49ers got their money’s worth and
then some from the veteran wideout and
special teams star against the defending
NFC West champion Seahawks. Ginn
gave the 49ers their first game in fran-
chise history with a kickoff return and a
punt return for touchdowns.

“I’m a team player. It’s not always
about money,” Ginn said. “You come in,
you play the game, and as you play the game, good things
should happen for you.”

It hasn’t always been that way for Ginn, however.
Booed by Dolphins fans from the day he was drafted

out of Ohio State, the criticism he received in South
Florida was relentless. Even for a guy who scored on
kickoff returns of 100 and 101 yards in the same quarter
of a game against the New York Jets in November 2009.
He became the first player with two kickoff returns of at
least 100 yards in the same game.

The 49ers got quite a glimpse — make that two — of
Ginn’s explosive, game-breaking ability Sunday. Even at
age 26, he shows off the speed and first step that made
him a national hurdle champion in high school.

“Career day, record-setting day by Ted Ginn,” 49ers
coach Jim Harbaugh said. “Phenomenal performance by
Teddy.”

And to think Harbaugh nearly went with somebody
else back deep in the return game. The first-year coach
ultimately decided to go with Ginn because of “his expe-
rience more than anything else.”

“I wanted a guy back there who was going to have a
cool head and make good decisions,” Harbaugh said.

Ginn will be given another chance to shine on special
teams this week. While Ginn has always longed to pull
double duty on special teams and offense, Harbaugh
seems content to stick with what worked.

The 49ers host the Dallas Cowboys at Candlestick Park
after Tony Romo and Co. blew a 14-point lead to lose 27-
24 to the Jets on Sunday night.

Associated Press 
Raiders head coach Hue Jackson yells during an NFL game against the Broncos in Denver. 

Ginn still reveling in
special teams magic

SUNDAY
vs. Cowboys

1 p.m.
FOX

680-AM

■ See 49ers, Page 4B

Duke 
quarterback
Brandon 
Connette (18)
gets sacked by
Stanford 
linebacker
Shayne Skov
(11) and
Chase
Thomas during
a game  in
Durham, N.C.

Associated Press 

By Antonio Gonzalez
Associated Press

STANFORD — One linebacker
spreads black paint all across his
face. Another screams after every
sack. The safeties regularly jar
helmets loose, dancing and smil-
ing in celebration.

Apparently Stanford’s defense
is trying to get noticed.

On a team with Heisman Tro-
phy favorite Andrew Luck
anchoring a high-scoring offense,
that isn’t always easy. Even Luck
isn’t sure why there isn’t more
fuss made about the performance

of his defensive teammates.
“They’ve definitely outplayed

us right now as
a unit,” he said.
“It’s awesome to
be on the same
team as them.”

The defen-
sive starters
haven’t allowed
anyone into the
end zone yet,
another sign of an emerging
strength that is making Stanford
twice as dangerous. The Cardinal
rank second in the nation in run

Stanford features stout defense 

■ See Stanford, Page 4B

SATURDAY
at Arizona
7:45 p.m.

ESPN
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