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Draak Davis’ return to Vallejo was rather low key-- in the drivers seat of a truck with his older brother Paul riding
shotgun.

Davis was hauling his life back to Vallejo in a cross country trip from Kentucky back to California. He’ll start a
career as a dentist, which is a far cry from the way he left Vallejo nine years ago as one of Solano County’s best
running backs.

His two years at Vallejo High School rank as some of the best in school history. Not since the days when Dick
Baas suited up for the Apaches way back in 1954 has a running back dominated the way Davis has. According
the Vallejo head coach Mike Wilson, Davis is second to Bass on the school’s all-time list in touchdowns and
yards. His senior season with the Apaches netted him the Monticello Empire League Most Valuable Player
award in 2001.

He was just as good running the oval at Corbus Field. Davis was a member of the Apaches state-title winning
4-by-100 relay team in 1999.

Standing all of 5-foot-7, Davis was lightly recruited coming out of Vallejo. Despite the seasons he had with the
Apaches, Eastern Washington was the only school to pick him up. He redshirted as a freshman then opted to
take his chances back home at nearby Solano College.

It was a leap of faith that paid dividends for both sides.

“One of the best decisions I ever made,” Davis said about going to Solano. “I learned a lot from coach (Floyd)
Burnsed. He gave me a great opportunity to live out my dreams.”

The Falcon’s football program was in flux after Ron Beverly’s 12-year run as head coach at Solano ended in
1999. The program was halted for a year as the Falcons searched for a new head coach. They settled on
Vallejo native Burnsed to coach the team.

Burnsed is still coaching Solano 12 years later, but having Davis certainly eased the transition that first season.

“I knew he was good, but didn’t know he was that good as it turned out,” Burnsed said. “He made it easy my first
year. When in doubt give it to Draak.”

The Falcons finished the season 5-5 thanks in large part to the record setting 1,846 yards and 21 touchdowns
Davis racked up in 2002. His two 300-yard games in a single season are the most of any running back in
Solano history. He still holds the single game rushing record with 361 yards and seven touchdowns against
College of Marin.

Three years ago Davis became the third running back to ever be inducted into the Solano Hall of Fame.

Davis’ accolades spanned just one season at Solano. He signed a letter of intent to play for Kentucky after
2002. He did not dominate at Kentucky like he did at every other level, but he has no regrets about his two-year
football career there.

“My goal was to play Division-I and be a contributor there,” Davis said. “Football gave me the opportunity to go
to school. If it wasn’t for playing football I wouldn’t be in dental school.”
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Davis finished his final two years at Kentucky then returned to attend dental school. It was a calling that started
in Vallejo, but solidified at Kentucky. “I’ve always thought about dental school, but as an undergraduate i was not
sure,” he said. “Then I looked into it and found I liked it.”

Dentistry became a way back to Vallejo as Davis consulted with the family dentist Dr. Art Louie who owns a
practice in Vallejo. Louie has worked on Draak and his sister Ziel Davis who runs track for Vallejo High School.

“Every summer off he came by my office to tell me how his training was going,” Louie said. “I knew he wanted to
do this when he started his junior year [at Kentucky].”

Davis’ life has been a whirlwind since graduating from dental school in Kentucky in May. He flew out to
Pennsylvania in June to marry girlfriend Nakeisha Brooks. They met during their undergraduate years in
Kentucky. She was an athletic trainer with the Wildcats while he was a football player.

When July rolled around his brother Paul flew to Kentucky and accompanied Draak back to Vallejo. His offical
return was four days in the making and included a pit stop in Reno for a little bit of roulette.

Athleticism runs in the family between between Paul, a basketball player in his High School days, Draak, and
sister Ziel, who made her third run to the CIF State Track-and-Field championships this season.

“Our father is real athletic, he ran track and wrestled,” Paul said. “That’s where we get it from, and all praises for
him.”

Paul said that there was little doubt that Draak would come back to Vallejo eventually, but his homecoming was
welcome nonetheless.

“He talked about it from the beginning that he would come back home. It was just a matter of time,” Paul said. “I
love that he’s back. We’re a close and tight-knit family and we’re happy that he’s home and continuing to do
well.”
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