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One round went through
Felder’s shoulder, pierced his
lung and then hit his spinal
cord.

“I couldn’t hold myself up;
all muscle control was gone,”
Felder recalled. “I passed out
and woke up in the hospital
two days later.”

(Deandre E. Moore was
arrested days later for
allegedly shooting Felder, who
was 23 at the time. Months
later, a jury acquitted Moore.) 

So convinced were para-
medics that he had died,
Felder said that police treat-
ed it like a murder scene
when they airlifted him to
UC Davis Medical Center.  

“I was dead on arrival,”
Felder said. “But somehow
they brought me back.”

Aftermath
The night of the shooting,

Felder’s mother, Elaine
Faucett, answered a knock at
the door at her Vallejo home.
A Vallejo police officer told
her to call Vacaville police.
Thinking her son had merely
gotten a ticket, she decided to
speak with him first before
calling police.

Moments later, her home
phone rang with the news that
Felder had been shot and was
in critical condition.

“It was so surreal, I didn’t
believe it,” Faucett said. “He
was a  scholar-athlete who
never gave me a day of trou-
ble in his life.”

Felder’s high school friend,
Hayes, and another friend,
Nico Vaughn, rode with
Felder’s parents to the hospi-
tal. It would become a daily
routine.

“We spent a month in there
until he was able to sit up,
walk and drink,” Hayes said.

When Felder awakened
two days after the shooting,
Faucett broke the news to her
son. 

“The doctors said that he
was paralyzed and probably
won’t walk again,” she said.

“I told him, ‘Right now the
doctors said you’re paralyzed,
but I don’t believe you’re
going to be paralyzed. I
believe you’re going to walk.”

The first goal of rehabilita-
tion was a basic one. The
track star had to learn how to
walk all over again.

“He had an All-American
track body,” Faucett said. “To
see him so skinny and just
disabled was heart-wrench-
ing.”

Felder took it hard.
“I couldn’t believe it,”

Felder said. “One moment I
was running record-breaking
times for my school and now
I’m in a wheelchair not able
to do basic stuff.”

Rehabilitation
Felder left the hospital

weeks before doctors thought
it advisable. At first he was
unable to move either leg, but

when he left the hospital, he
could get in the wheelchair
on his own.  

The initial prognosis was
depressing, but he was
encouraged after some feel-
ing returned to the big toe of
his left foot. 

“Once I saw there was still
hope to live a regular life, it
motivated me to keep going,”
Felder said. “If I’d seen no
progress, I probably would
have given up. The chance to
maintain a regular life kept
me pushing forward. Every
time I made progress, I would
feel better.“

He said that had he not
been in such good shape
when he was shot he would
have died.

“It made me appreciate the
talent I had. People who rely
on sports better have a back
up plan,” Felder said. “It’s
good to have your education
at the same time.”

Rehabilitation was like
preparing for a big meet. 

“Track athletes have to be
strict and mentally strong.
You have to be focused and
can’t let what other people
say or do get to you,” Felder
said. “When people say any-
thing negative, take it and
push it back out.”

Felder’s family and friends
also stuck by him. Hayes was
an active participant in his
friend’s recovery, often mas-
saging his friend’s leg while
he was bed ridden.

“We all do things and have
bad things happen, but it’s
about being there for lowest
and highest points,” Hayes
said. “We’re going to be
friends whether he’s at the
bottom of the barrel or the
top.”

Felder flew back to
Langston shortly after leaving
the hospital, despite doctor
warnings there was a 50 per-
cent chance he could die on
the flight because of his
pierced lung.

“When I got on (the plane)
I was praying. If it was my
purpose to go back then I was
meant to go there,” Felder
said. “If I ain’t then I’d die on
the plane. I was in bad condi-
tion. I was thinking that if I
do die it can’t get any worse.”

Langston tradition
Felder’s mother’s family,

the Faucetts, have a long ath-
letic history in Vallejo. His
uncle Rod Faucett coached
the St. Patrick-St. Vincent
girls basketball team to a
state title in 2008, and his
grandfather Fred Faucett
coached at Vallejo High for
nearly 30 years.

Langston University has
also become a family tradi-
tion. Felder is the third gen-
eration to attend Langston
after his mother Elaine and
uncles Rod and Spencer all
attended.

He also had a small group
of Bethel friends that fol-
lowed him to Langston
including Hayes, a football
and track teammate. 

“Back then (at Bethel) JoJo
was up and coming; he didn’t

really like track and focused
on basketball,” Hayes said.
“In 12th grade he started get-
ting good at track and contin-
ued that going to college.”

Faucett called Langston
“the yard” because there was
nothing there to distract
Felder from track and his stud-
ies. “Had he been at a gigantic
school, (Jojo) would have got-
ten overlooked and ignored,”
Faucett said. “At a small com-
munity school they took care of
him. When he came back on
braces, everybody made con-
cessions for him.”

Langston track coach Jim
Hilliard was a classmate of
Felder’s mom and uncle.
Hilliard said that Felder had
a bumpy start at Langston, but
earned All-American track
honors by the end of his fresh-
man season. His sophomore
year, Felder helped set a
school record in the 4-by-400
meter relay team and made
All-American in the indoor
and outdoor long jump.

“He was a great athlete and
person. We’re a small school
and a lot of kids don’t develop
out until halfway through
their second year,” Hilliard
said. “He wasn’t satisfied
being average. He wanted to
win national titles.”

Back on track
Felder’s roommate, Hayes,

attends Langston on a football
scholarship. He spent most
mornings helping his friend
get ready for classes, includ-
ing preparing meals for him.

Hayes saw Felder’s recov-
ery first hand.

“It started with him being
In bed, then holding on the
wall to get to the bathroom.
When school started, he could
limp to the bathroom,” he
said. “One day he started
using crutches. Then he start-
ed walking with a hard limp.”

Getting to class often took
an hour or more. Not until
January 2011, was Felder able
to walk to class, then with a
pronounced limp. 

“It felt good, things started
to come along,” Felder said.
“I thought the limp would be
there for the rest of my life.”

It took about six months
before Felder was able to hit
the weight room. Hayes was
Felder’s workout partner
throughout high school, and
that continued at Langston.

It started with light band
and resistance work. When
Felder was strong enough to
jog they began taking four
mile runs every morning six
days a week.

“Running was weird
because he was carrying one
leg. It was more a stuttering
sort of run,” Hayes said.
“Even now he’s still pushing
off one leg because the
strength isn’t all the way back
yet.”

Eventually, Felder ran
again. He said it was an “ugly
run,” but to him there was no
doubt he’d be back on the
track in the spring. 

“After I got to a small jog, I
knew right then it was time to
push it to the next level,” he
said.

By last November, Felder
was cleared to compete. His
return had an impact on those
who knew him at Langston.
“Some people called me
Superman,” Felder said.
“They thought it was a mira-
cle when I got back. Some
thought I would never walk
again. It had a big effect on
people.”

His first track meet since
the injury was the Kansas
State All-Comers last Decem-
ber and would run a leg on
the 4-by-400 yard relay team.
The team did not qualify for
the meet final. 

“I was nervous. I didn’t

know how my body would
react,” Felder said. “I was
worried my leg would give
out, but once I got the baton
everything went well.”

Felder made the most of
his last year of eligibility,
competing in many of his old
events, including the long
jump along with the 60 and
200 meter runs. He said his
performance didn’t measure
up to his standards. 

“You get used to winning
and being one of the top ath-
letes,” Felder said. “I got
depressed because I’m not
getting usual results.”

Hilliard said that it was a
drop of “3.5 to 4 seconds”
from his best, but the fact that
he took to the track again
helped the team. “He’s an
inspiration for the other
kids,” Hilliard said. “You
can’t be whining and com-
plaining about what’s hurting.
(Willie) has got a bullet in him
and he’s still working hard.”

Full circle
With the injury fully

behind him and the track sea-
son over, Felder went to
South Africa this summer, vis-
iting Gambia and Senegal.

“Coming back from Africa
taught me how to respect cul-
ture,” Felder said. “It made
me realize the stuff that mat-
ters isn’t material. It’s wis-
dom, knowledge, caring and
love.”

To those who know him
best, Felder came away from
the experience a different
person.

“He seems so much more
even grounded than before,
so much more in the
moment,” Faucett said.
“When he hugs me, I can tell
he really appreciates his life
and doesn’t joke around with
anything anymore.”

Felder ...
■ Continued from Page 1A

Jojo Felder is
shown after
his return from
a trip to Africa
earlier this
year. Felder’s
mother’s
family, the
Faucetts, have
a long
athletic history
in Vallejo. His
uncle Rod
Faucett
coached the
St. Patrick-
St. Vincent
girls basketball
team to a state
title in 2008,
and his
grandfather
Fred Faucett
coached at
Vallejo High
for nearly
30 years.

Courtesy photo

Instructions:
Sudoku is a num-
ber-placing puzzle
based on a 9 X 9
grid with several
given numbers. 

The object is
to place the num-
bers 1 to 9 in the
empty squares
so that each row,
each column and
each 3X3 box
contains the
same number
only once. 

The difficulty
level increases
from Monday  to
Sunday. 
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The Times-Herald is your news
source online and in print.

Find local news and links at:
www.timesheraldonline.com

Manufacturers, distributors, offerer workshop 
Times-Herald staff report

A free workshop featuring “lean manufacturing
101” will be held Aug. 16 in Fairfield.

Intended for manufacturers, distributors and
suppliers, the workshop will show participants
“how to easily and quickly apply ‘lean’ principles —
of working more efficiently to save money — in
today’s world of intense competition and chal-
lenges,” according to the announcement.

It’s being held by the Corporation for Manufac-
turing Excellence and Solano Economic Develop-
ment Corporation.

Class size for the 8:30-to-10:30 a.m. event is limit-
ed, and early registration is urged.

The workshop, funded by the National Institute
of Standards and Technology, will be held at Fair-
field’s Calbee Foods, 2600 Maxwell Way.

To register, call Solano EDC president Sandy
Person, (707) 864-1855.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (None)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 0
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /ENU <FEFF>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [864.000 864.000]
>> setpagedevice


