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Hoops enthusiast and NBA broadcaster Ahmad Rashad once said that late in basketball games, “There is a
time to play and there is a time to win. What do you do in winning time? That is what differentiates a superstar
from a regular player.”

For the St. Patrick-St. Vincent High boys basketball team, when it came to “winning time” there really wasn’t a
question about it - the ball was going to be in Robbie Herndon’s hands.

Ask Bruins head coach Derek Walker and he’ll tell you that Herndon was a factor late in “every game we played
game the past three years.”

Perhaps the greatest moment from his star guard came in his senior season. Herndon hit the game-winning
layup with three seconds to go against Sacred Heart Prep to send St. Pat’s into the semifinals of the Northern
California State Playoffs.

Walker first heard about Herndon long before he set foot at St. Pat’s.

When AAA took his car into a local auto shop, he met the father of Herndon’s future teammate Danny Souza.
Walker said that Souza talked up a kid out of Holy Spirit School in Fairfield by the name of Robbie Herndon.

He’d meet Herndon for the first time during the summer when St. Pat’s makes its basketball courts available for
open gym. Walker usually participates in the scrimmages, which involves incoming students as well as current
players on the team.

Herndon was in eighth grade when he showed his future coach that he had a propensity for the big shot.

“The first time met Robbie I asked ‘Who is this skinny kid?’” Walker said. “I was on the team that lost when this
freshman hit the game-winner.”

Four years later, Herdon would finish his career at St. Pat’s with 15,082 points, 782 rebounds, 180 steals and
106 3-pointers, but what he’ll take away from his career with the Bruins was delivering for St. Pat’s when it
came to “winning time.”

“What I am most proud of is that I was able to step up in big moments and hit game-winning shots,” Herndon
said. “I didn’t shy away and It’s been like that ever since I was little.”

Ask any of his coaches at St. Pat’s and chances are they’ll tell you the same things about working with Herndon
over the years - he’s a competitor.

“He doesn’t like to lose and he’ll do whatever it takes,” Walker said. “He’s got a serious passion for being
successful.”

“He is very competitive,” said Bruins head football coach Marlon Blanton. “He didn’t like to lose in drills, on the
field; you name it.”

Perhaps it’s no coincidence that Herndon got used to winning at St. Pat’s when it came to basketball. In most
cases he wouldn’t let the Bruins lose because the game was in his hands so often, but he was also surrounded
by a solid group of friends and teammates.
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While the varsity boys basketball team languished in at the bottom the Bay Shore Athletic League with a 2-12
league record in 2007 season, the junior varsity team, featuring a core of Herndon, Blake Reed and Jordan
Zaragoza went 22-1 and won the league championship.

All three players made the leap to varsity along with Walker, who made his debut as varsity coach in 2008. In
three seasons the group went a combined 69-26 overall, 24-12 in league with a pair of semifinals appearances
in North Coast Section and NorCal playoffs.

“We were all really close and it was fun. We were always the underdogs and we liked coming in with teams
thinking they could run over us,” Herndon said. “We took it as a challenge.”

In football, Herndon ended up being in one of the top wide receivers in 2010 with nearly 800 yeards receiving
and 10 touchdowns. The Bruins also went to the section playoffs both years he was on the varsity team.

“For the most part every team was really successful. I’ve never really on a losing team,” Herndon said. “We’re
used to winning that’s why I enjoyed it.”

Herndon credits his time on the football team for really teaching him what it took to be his best as an athlete. As
a freshmen he admitted to coming into the football season as “kind of lazy.” Then one day Blanton and some of
the other assistant coaches called him into their office.

“They told me ‘you could really help us or hurt us,’” Herndon said. “It was all about work ethic.”

This past May, he signed a letter of intent to play basketball for San Francisco State in front of a crowd of family
and friends at the Bruins Lair. About a month later he’s back on the court and right back to doing what he does
best - competing for a chance to prove himself to his coaches and teammates.

“Ever since basketball season eded, I’ve been trying to rest my body and get myself ready,” Herndon said. “I
should be playing fighting for a starting spot, but they said there is going to be some healthy competition.”
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