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Winning time
Herndon was clutch for the Bruins

By Jose San Mateo
Times-Herald sports writer

Hoops enthusiast and NBA broadcaster Ahmad
Rashad once said that late in  basketball games,

“There is a time to play and there is a time to
win. What do you do in winning time?

That is what differentiates a superstar
from a regular player.”

For the  St. Patrick-St. Vincent
High boys basketball team, when
it came to “winning time” there
really wasn’t a question about
it — the ball was going to be in
Robbie Herndon’s hands.

Ask Bruins head coach Derek
Walker and he’ll tell you that

Herndon was a factor late in
“every game we played game
the past three years.”

Perhaps the greatest
moment from his star
guard came in his senior
season. Herndon hit the
game-winning layup with
three seconds to go
against Sacred Heart
Prep to send St. Pat’s
into the semifinals of the
Northern California
State Playoffs.

Walker first heard
about Herndon long
before he set foot at St.

Pat’s.
When AAA took his car

into a local auto shop, he met

2 0 1 1  T I M E S - H E R A L D
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■ See Herndon, Page 5B

Chris Riley/Times-Herald

By Jonathan Okanes
MediaNews Group

Since UC Berkeley’s baseball players
don’t have an extra $10 million lying
around, they had to come up with an alter-
native way to repay the donors that helped
save the program from elimination.

Instead, the Bears are giving their sup-
porters an improbable,
storybook season worthy
of a bidding war
between major motion
picture companies.

When alumni, family
members and countless
others combined to pony
up the nearly $10 million
necessary to get Cal
baseball reinstated after
it was dropped because
of budgetary concerns, they were gratified
the program simply would continue in
Berkeley. But in a case of impeccable tim-
ing, the Bears have put together one of the
most memorable seasons in the program’s
118-year history, one that continues this
weekend in the College World Series in
Omaha, Nebraska.

It’s Cal’s first trip to the World Series in
19 years, a berth made possible only after
the Bears scored four runs in the bottom of
the ninth to win the final of the Houston
Regional during the first weekend of the
NCAA tournament. Cal then swept Dallas
Baptist in an NCAA Super Regional last
weekend, a series played in front of sellout
crowds in nearby Santa Clara.

"It’s just a miracle what’s happened,”
former Cal pitcher and major donor Stu
Gordon said by phone during a vacation in
Positano, Italy. “I think they appreciate
everything we’ve done for them in raising
the funds to get baseball reinstated. And
we appreciate everything they’ve done.
We’ve done our part to save them, but
they’ve done their part to just make it a
glorious season for us.”

Gordon, who pitched for the Bears dur-
ing the early 1960s and is now a San Fran-
cisco attorney, spearheaded the fundrais-
ing effort that commenced when it was
announced in September that baseball was
one of five Cal sports being eliminated to

By Doug Ferguson
Associated Press

BETHESDA, Md. — In
one of those can’t-miss
moments in sports, thou-
sands of fans covered
every inch of space on the
hill behind the 10th green
at Congressional. They
spilled onto the club-
house veranda, pressed
their faces against the
windows and lined up
against the balcony rail-
ing to watch Rory McIlroy
deliver a performance
never before seen in the
U.S. Open.

“It was Tiger Woods of
11 years ago,” Ian Poulter
said.

In some respects, it
was even better.

McIlroy, the sympathet-
ic figure at the Masters,
was as close to perfect as

golf allows Friday during
a stunning assault on the
record book. The 22-year-
old from Northern Ire-
land became the first
player in the 111-year his-
tory of the U.S. Open to
reach 13-under par, and
despite a double bogey
into the water on the final
hole, his 5-under 66 was
enough set the 36-hole
scoring record at 131.

He had a six-shot lead
over former PGA champi-
on Y.E. Yang (69), match-
ing the U.S. Open record
set by Woods in 2000 at
Pebble Beach for the
largest margin at the
halfway point.

McIlroy went 17 holes
without missing a green.
He went 35 holes without
making a bogey.

“It’s very near the best
I can play,” he said.

Not since Woods

destroyed his competition
at Pebble Beach in 2000
for a record 15-shot victo-
ry has anyone made golf
look this easy, at least for
two rounds.

As if playing under
complete control were not
enough, McIlroy hit a
wedge from 114 yards
some 15 feet behind the
flag on No. 8, then
watched it roll down a
slope and into the cup for
eagle. The only time he

came close to making
bogey was on the par-4
11th, when he blasted out
of a bunker to 8 feet and
made the putt.

He tied the U.S. Open
record of 12 under — pre-
viously held by Woods in
2000 and Gil Morgan in
1992, both at Pebble
Beach — on the par-5 16th
with a 4-iron from 223
yards that settled 8 feet
from the cup.

McIlroy charges into
U.S. Open record books

Roarin’ Rory

■ See Open, Page 5B

By Joe Stiglich
MediaNews Group

A sellout crowd watched Graham
Godfrey make his second major
league start Friday, and most fans
probably knew little about the A’s
right-hander.

Godfrey wound up playing the
starring role in Oakland’s 5-2 victo-
ry in the opener of the three-game
Bay Bridge Series at O.co Coliseum.
He limited the Giants to two runs
over seven innings, walking none
and striking out three to register
his first big league victory.

In doing so, he helped the A’s
snap their six-game losing streak to
the Giants — longest in Oakland
history – and ran Oakland’s own

winning streak to three games.
Godfrey (1-0) outpitched two-time

Cy Young award winner Tim Lince-
cum, as the A’s perhaps set a new
tone in the rivalry that’s recently
been dominated by the National
League team.

The A’s were the aggressors Fri-
day, jumping out to the early lead
and dictating action on the base
paths in manager Bob Melvin’s first
game managing in the cross-bay
series. Godfrey allowed five earned
runs in 4 1/3 innings against the
Chicago White Sox in his major
league debut June 10. He found
trouble early in that game, allowing
a two-run homer to Paul Konerko in
the first inning.

Godfrey appeared more settled

from the get-go Friday.
He allowed Cody Ross’ homer to

left-center to lead off the second
but otherwise kept the Giants at
bay.

The A’s jumped on the score-
board in the first. Coco Crisp led off
with a single. Cliff Pennington sac-
rificed him to second and Crisp

A’s 5
Giants 2

TODAY
Giants at A’s

6:05 p.m.
CSNBA, CSNCA

680-AM

Graham Godfrey pitches A’s past Giants

Cal baseball 
rewarded donor’s 
faith in program

SUNDAY
vs Virginia

2 p.m.
CSNCA / 810-AM

■ See Cal, Page 5B

Associated Press
Rory McIlroy reacts to his eagle on the eighth hole Friday
during the U.S. Open in Bethesda, Md..

■ See A’s, Page 4B
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