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the father of Herndon’s future teammate Danny
Souza. Walker said that Souza talked up a kid out
of Holy Spirit School in Fairfield by the name of
Robbie Herndon.

He’d meet Herndon for the first time during
the summer when St. Pat’s makes its basketball
courts available for open gym. Walker usually
participates in the scrimmages, which involves
incoming students as well as current players on
the team.

Herndon was in eighth grade when he showed
his future coach that he had a propensity for the
big shot.

“The first time met Robbie I asked ‘Who is
this skinny kid?’” Walker said. “I was on the team
that lost when this freshman hit the game-win-
ner.”  

Four years later, Herdon would finish his
career at St. Pat’s with 15,082 points, 782
rebounds, 180 steals and 106 3-pointers, but what
he’ll take away from his career with the Bruins
was delivering for St. Pat’s when it came to “win-
ning time.” 

“What I am most proud of is that I was able to
step up in big moments and hit game-winning
shots,” Herndon said. “I didn’t shy away and It’s
been like that ever since I was little.”

Ask any of his coaches at St. Pat’s and chances
are they’ll tell you the same things about working
with Herndon over the years —  he’s a competi-
tor. 

“He doesn’t like to lose and he’ll do whatever
it takes,” Walker said. “He’s got a serious passion
for being successful.”

“He is very competitive,” said Bruins head
football coach Marlon Blanton. “He didn’t like to
lose in drills, on the field; you name it.” 

Perhaps it’s no coincidence that Herndon got
used to winning at St. Pat’s when it came to bas-
ketball. In most cases he wouldn’t let the Bruins
lose because the game was in his hands so often,
but he was also surrounded by a solid group of
friends and teammates.  

While the varsity boys basketball team lan-
guished in at the bottom the Bay Shore Athletic
League with a 2-12 league record in 2007 season,
the junior varsity team, featuring a core of Hern-
don, Blake Reed and Jordan Zaragoza went 22-1
and won the league championship. 

All three players made the leap to varsity
along with Walker, who made his debut as varsity
coach in 2008.  In three seasons the group went a
combined 69-26 overall, 24-12 in league with a
pair of semifinals appearances in North Coast
Section and NorCal playoffs.

“We were all really close and it was fun. We
were always the underdogs and we liked coming
in with teams thinking they could run over us,”
Herndon said. “We took it as a challenge.”

In football, Herndon ended up being in one of
the top wide receivers in 2010 with nearly 800
yeards receiving and 10 touchdowns. The Bruins
also went to the section playoffs both years he
was on the varsity team. 

“For the most part every team was really suc-
cessful. I’ve never really on a losing team,” Hern-
don said. “We’re used to winning that’s why I
enjoyed it.”

Herndon credits his time on the football team
for really teaching him what it took to be his best
as an athlete. As a freshmen he admitted to com-
ing into the football season as “kind of lazy.”
Then one day Blanton and some of the other
assistant coaches called him into their office. 

“They told me ‘you could really help us or
hurt us,’” Herndon said. “It was all about work
ethic.”

This past May, he signed a letter of intent to
play basketball for San Francisco State in front
of a crowd of family and friends at the Bruins
Lair. About a month later he’s back on the court
and right back to doing what he does best — com-
peting for a chance to prove himself to his coach-
es and teammates. 

“Ever since basketball season eded, I’ve been
trying to rest my body and get myself ready,”
Herndon said. “I should be playing fighting for a
starting spot, but they said there is going to be
some healthy competition.” 

Herndon ...
■ Continued from Page 1B
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save money. Gordon contributed
$550,000 and played a big part in
reaching the target total that
Chancellor Robert Birgeneau
required for reinstatement.

Birgeneau provisionally rein-
stated the program when
fundraising reached $9 million in
April, allowing recruits to sign
with Cal. School officials
announced Friday that the pro-
gram had been formally reinstat-
ed because the number now is at
$9.7 million, and it’s only a matter
of time before it gets to $10 mil-
lion.

Gordon had his European
vacation planned a year ago, but
that hasn’t stopped him from get-
ting pitch-by-pitch phone updates
from his son, Tom, during the
postseason.

“Obviously, if it would have
been just a ho-hum season, it
wouldn’t have given us the same
uplifting feelings that we’ve had,”
Gordon said. “It really gives us
great redemption and a huge
reward for all of our efforts.”

Many of Cal’s donors and sup-
porters were on hand at Santa
Clara to watch the Bears clinch
the World Series berth. (The
Bears can’t host NCAA postsea-
son games at Evans Diamond
because there are no lights at the
facility.) After Cal’s players were
done with their on-field celebra-

tion, they went over to the stands
and joined supporters in a “Go
Bears” chant.

“It’s just been fantastic,” said
Doug Nickle, another former Cal
pitcher who helped the “Save Cal
Baseball” fundraising efforts. “In
terms of thanks for our effort,
there could be no greater reward.
In terms of the spectacular
nature of this story, that’s already
taking place. What they’ve
achieved so far is just amazing.”

For many of the program’s
donors, the team’s run to the Col-
lege World Series is a form of vin-
dication. Supporters thought the
program held too much value to
be dropped, and the Bears’
inspiring run to Omaha is an
example of that.

“I think what the current team
is doing has really put a stamp on
this whole process,” said former
Cal All-American outfielder Matt
Luke, who played on the Bears’
last World Series team in 1992
before a three-year major league
career. “It’s saying, ‘This was not
a good decision and we’re better
than that.’ For the current team
to be accomplishing what they
are doing right now in the same
year is a pretty awesome thing.”

Players’ parents played a sub-
stantial role in resuscitating the
program, seeking out donors in
their communities and working
with former players to organize
fundraising. Within a week of the
announcement that the program
was being dropped, parents were

holding a meeting at Evans Dia-
mond with former players to for-
mulate a game plan for reinstate-
ment.

“The kids decided it was
important to show what they
could do as a team and to prove a
point about reinstatement,” said
Ann Flemer, a Cal alum who
played a major role in the par-
ents’ effort and whose son, Matt,
is the Bears’ closer. “It’s extreme-
ly gratifying because this is such
a difficult thing to accomplish
even if you don’t have these dis-
tractions.”

Cal’s players have made a
point to continually thank and
show their appreciation for par-
ents, donors and supporters when
they are around the program.
Players had started making plans
to transfer to other schools
before reinstatement.

“They are the reason we are
still here,” Pac-10 Player of the
Year Tony Renda said. “I’m forev-
er grateful for them pledging all
their money to save us. They’re
on my mind. We have our team on
the field, but they’re on our team,
too. They’re Cal baseball like we
are.”

“We’re not a team of 35 guys.
They are part of our team,” pitch-
er Justin Jones said. “We’re play-
ing for them and everyone else
who backed us and supported us.
To know we have people like that
behind us is unreal."

Cal ...
■ Continued from Page 1B

“I told him, ’I don’t think you’ll
see a better golf shot,”’ his cad-
die, J.P. Fitzgerald, said.

Then came the 17th, when
McIlroy hit 7-iron from 175 yards
that covered the flag, barely
cleared the bunker and left him
15 feet below the hole for yet
another birdie to go to 13 under.

That number just isn’t seen on
leaderboards at the U.S. Open.

“It’s crazy, isn’t it?” Steve
Stricker. “Pretty incredible what
he’s done so far.”

McIlroy knows better than to
start the celebration before Sun-
day. He was buoyed by support
coming into the U.S. Open
because of the calamity at Augus-
ta National from two months ago,
when he led by four shots going
into the final round of the Mas-
ters and shot 80, the kind of col-
lapse that isn’t easily forgotten.

“It’s been two very, very good
days of golf,” McIlroy said. “I put
myself in a great position going
into the weekend. But I know
more than probably anyone else
what can happen. So I’ve got to
stay really focused and try and
finish this thing off.”

The second round was halted
for 42 minutes because of thun-

derstorms, and Yang held it
together on the stronger back
nine to at least stay in range. The
South Korean is no stranger to
big deficits in the majors. It was
only two years ago, in the 2009
PGA Championship at Hazeltine,
that he trailed Woods by six shots
going into the weekend and
wound up winning by three.

“I’m not going to chase any-
one,” Yang said. “I’m just going to
play my game.”

Sergio Garcia had a 71 and
joined Snedeker at 2-under 140
among those who finished the
second round. Just his luck —
and Garcia doesn’t have much of
that in the majors — he is playing
solid golf at a major where some-
one else is playing out of this
world.

Also at 140 were Matt Kuchar,
Robert Garrigus and former Mas-
ters champion Zach Johnson.

“It’s only two days,” Johnson
said. “I’m not going to give it to
him yet.”

The second round was sus-
pended by darkness, forcing 21
players to return Saturday morn-
ing to complete their round. And
it left everyone who finished
wondering if there was any
chance of catching McIlroy.

“Rory is obviously running
away with it, so we are pretty
much playing for second unless

something crazy happens tomor-
row,” PGA champion Martin
Kaymer said. “I hope he wins,
though. He’s a nice person and he
deserves it, especially after the
Masters.”

Lee Westwood wasn’t ready to
concede after a 68 left him 12
shots behind, although he made
yet another reference to Pebble
Beach in 2000 when he said his
goal was second place, and
added, “We’ll see what Rory
does.”

“He’s had leads before,” West-
wood said.

As for what advice he would
give McIlroy?

“I’m supposed to beat him over
the next two days,” Westwood
said. “I’m hardly going to give
him advice, am I?”

It was hard to ignore what felt
like a coronation for McIlroy as
he eased his way around the golf
course. Toward the end of his
round, the gallery in the grand-
stand gave him a standing ovation
as the freckle-faced wonder boy
with the bounce in his step sim-
ply walked onto the green.

McIlroy played with four-time
major winner Phil Mickelson, one
of the biggest crowd-pleasers in
golf who simply was along for the
ride. Mickelson, who also made
double bogey on the 18th, shot a
69 to finish at 1-over 143.

Open ...
■ Continued from Page 1B

By Antonio Gonzalez
Associated Press

SANTA CLARA — Michael
Phelps spent most of the past
month training in Colorado
Springs, exhaustingly increasing
his training regimen.

He still has some work to do
before next month’s world cham-
pionships.

Phelps continued his inconsis-
tent year Friday night, easily win-
ning the 100-meter butterfly but
finishing second in the 100
freestyle at the Santa Clara Inter-
national Grand Prix.

The 14-time Olympic gold
medalist and world record holder
won the butterfly in 52.41 sec-
onds. Australia’s Nicholas D’Arcy
(53.34) was second and Davis Tar-
water (53.83) third.

“The fly I felt good. I was able
to connect my stroke a little bit
more and get my hips into it,”
Phelps said. “At the end of the
day, I was kind of bummed about
the finish. I thought I was kind of
long on the finish. But it’s a good
time. I can’t really complain. I
feel like I had a lot of pop on the
first 50 than I did earlier in the
year. So I think that’s a lot bet-
ter.”

The strong showing was out-
shined only by a slow start in his
only other race of the night.

Phelps nearly chased down
Park Taehwan of South Korea in
the 100 free before finishing a
close second. Taehwan won in
48.92 seconds, 0.69 seconds ahead

of Phelps. American Ryan Lochte
was a distant eighth in both
events.

“I couldn’t get into it,” Phelps
said. “I couldn’t run him down.”

The 100 free was not one of the
events Phelps raced in route to a
record eight gold medals in the
2008 Beijing Olympics. The addi-
tion is one of a few small changes
Phelps is trying to make as he
grows older — at least by swim-
ming standards. He turns 26 at
the end of the month.

Phelps had told reporters a

day earlier what most had long
suspected: He likely won’t enter
eight events in the 2012 London
Games and try to repeat his
record performance. He plans to
drop the 400-meter individual
medley — once among his mar-
quee events — and could trim his
schedule more.

As with most swimmers, the
final answer will come after a
test run this summer.

With the world championships
looming in Shanghai next month,
everybody is aiming for maximum
output. Lochte, Phelps’ longtime
teammate and rival, is still
slowed by a strained MCL in his
left knee and again didn’t get the
results he wanted.

“It’s time for me to start get-
ting mad,” Lochte said, chuckling.
“I keep seeing everybody else’s
times get lower and lower. I keep
waiting for my time. But this is
just kind of a tuneup.”

Phelps will compete in two
other events this weekend: the
200-meter backstroke (also
against Lochte) Saturday and the
200-meter butterfly Sunday.

He stressed that he was mostly
happy with the results so far at
Santa Clara, already feeling
stronger from his latest training
session. The plan is to slowly
increase his schedule from now
until London.

“I think we’ve just been able
to work on being able to finish
more and stronger,” he said. “So I
think that’s going to play out a lit-
tle bit more.”

Phelps wins 100 fly, loses
100 free at Santa Clara

Associated Press
World record holder Michael
Phelps swims Friday in the
100-meter butterfly during
swimming finals of the Santa
Clara International Grand Prix
in Santa Clara
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