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Groovin’ at Grove Gym

By Jose San Mateo
Times-Herald sports writer

A packed house at Joseph
P. Grove gym rose to its feet
several times in the waning
minutes.

They never sat back down
when Vallejo High School’s
Mike Ladao’s missed a half-
court shot at the buzzer to
give Hogan a 62-59 win over its
40-year old rival.

The Hogan
bench
cleared, along
with half the
bleachers, to
storm the
court and cel-
ebrate the
Spartans’
final win at
home. 

Hogan will
close its
doors at the
end of the

school year due to budget cuts
and declining enrollment.

But what a heck of a way to
close out Grove Gym. 

Senior center Chris Edens
had one of his best games of
his prep career for the Spar-
tans (15-13, 5-5), scoring
27 points and pulling down
eight rebounds. It was back-to-
back baskets by Edens in the
final minute that broke a 57-57
tie and all but sealed the
game for the Spartans.

“It’s huge because this is
the last game and it’s been
going on for 40 years,” Edens
said. “Hogan is victorious.” 

It was Edens that helped
carry the Spartans early with
nine points in the first quar-
ter. He finished the first half
with 17 points and five boards
as the Spartans nursed a two-
point lead heading into the
break.

The teams played a tight

game the entire way with two
points separating each of
them at the end of each quar-
ter. The Spartans withstood
some hot shooting early by
Valllejo (16-11, 6-4) as Tajai
Johnson and Mike Ladao com-
bined for 23 points in the first
half. 

Ladao drained five 3-point-
ers when the two teams met at
Bottari Gym in Vallejo earlier
this season and he looked to
have his shooting stroke early.
He opened the game with one
of his two 3-pointers and made
three free throws after getting
fouled in the second quarter.

The Spartans’ defense did a
good job on Ladao in the sec-
ond half, limiting him to two
points in the second half.
Hogan also did a good job on
Johnson, the Apaches’ leading
scorer so far this season. 

He jammed home a dunk in
the first quarter and also hit
two 3-pointers in the second.
Johnson  kept his team within
two points at the half and he
scored the Apaches final bas-
ket to finish with 24 points on
the night.

“It was an honor to play in
this game,” Johnson said.
“This rivalry goes back to my
grandparents. I just wish we
could have taken the game.”  

Vallejo looked to be in
command of the game after
opening up a six point lead
with a minute left in the third
quarter. Jalen Dupree scored
eight points in the quarter, all
of them from the foul line, to
spark the run. He finished
with 12 points on the night. 

Hogan battled back though
when Edens came alive after
being held in check for most
of the second half. He and
Tony Smith closed the quarter
with six points to pull within
two heading into the final

By Janie McCauley
Associated Press

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Miguel
Tejada got an immediate glimpse of
the hype surrounding his new team
when a camera crew filmed the
shortstop just sitting at his locker
preparing to go outside and hit.

Tejada is one of few fresh faces
around the World Series champion

San Francisco
Giants, whose ros-
ter remains near-
ly intact from last
fall’s improbable
title run.

Tejada report-
ed to spring training Friday thrilled
to put on his new uniform and finally
take the field.

He saw the Giants from the other
side 4 1/2 months ago, as part of the
San Diego Padres team eliminated
from playoff contention on the sea-
son’s final day at AT&T Park. He
watched on television as the Giants
won their first championship since
1954 and first since moving West to
San Francisco in 1958.

Now, Tejada wants to help San
Francisco defend its NL West crown
and make another deep October

postseason run.
“I’m the new guy,” Tejada said with

a smile. “It’s pretty cool. I’m really
honored and thank the San Francisco
Giants for choosing me to be the guy
to help them repeat. From the first
day of spring training, we’re thinking
about winning. I’m a winner.”

Closer Brian Wilson stopped by
Tejada’s locker and offered a hello
handshake. Once outside, Tejada —
appearing as fit as ever at age
36 after another winter of tough
workouts — signed autographs for a
small section of fans watching pitch-
ers warm up at Scottsdale Stadium.

Tejada eager to start

Associated Press file
San Francisco Giants shortstop
Miguel Tejada smiles after being
introduced during a news
conference at AT&T Park.

Spring Training

■ See Hogan, Page 2B

By Matt O’Donnell
Times-Herald sports writer

There was a time when Vallejo
Rugby Club President John Kelly had
a hard time figuring out where his
local players were going to play.

These days, the Vallejo Barbarians
not only call Morton Field their home,
but share the field with teams from
Concord and Berkeley. And Kelly
wants the field to be the centerpiece
for women’s rugby in Northern Cali-
fornia.

He is especially excited to have the
Berkeley All Blue
women’s rugby team
playing at Mare
Island this season.
The Blues are mem-

bers of the Nationwide Premier
Rugby League, which includes teams
from New York, Boston, Chicago and
Washington D.C. The team recently
returned from Las Vegas and travels
to Hong Kong in two weeks.

“They play some of the best rugby
I’ve ever seen,” Kelly said.

Morton Field was expanded from
70 meters in width and 100 meters in
length, making it one of the few full-
size facilities available. Last season
the Cal women’s rugby team played its
home matches there after it was
forced to leave Treasure Island in San
Francisco.

“Rugby is really a good sport for
girls and women,” Kelly said. “You

only get hurt as much as you want to
get hurt.”

Today, the Diablo Gaels of Concord
will take on St. Mary’s College in two
games beginning at 11:30 a.m. The
Vallejo Barbarians and a team from
Colusa County are scheduled to start
around 2:15 p.m.

The Barbarians, a men’s team com-
prised of players ranging  in ages
from 16 to 51, began playing in 2005.

“The majority of the players are in
their mid-20s; there are about four in
their 30s, two or three in their 40s and
one guy who is 51,” Kelly said. “Our
oldest guy is one of our smallest but
he’s tough as nails.”

The Barbarians’ other home games
are March 5, 19 and 26. They’re play-
ing in the California Rugby Football
Union Division III league with other
teams from Humboldt County,
Redding, Mendocino and Santa Rosa.

The team used to play on a field in
back of Zio Fraedo’s restaurant and
they were forced to bring portable
lights with them when they practiced

Morton becoming rugby hangout 

New shortstop arrives
for San Francisco camp

■ See Tejada, Page 5B

TODAY
Barbarians vs.

Colusa
2:15 p.m.

■ See Rugby, Page 4B

“They play some of the
best rugby I’ve ever
seen.”

John Kelly
Vallejo Rugby Club President
about Berkeley All Blue team

“It’s huge because this is the last game and it’s been going on
for 40 years.”

Chris Edens, Hogan center on the importance of the win

Mike Jory/Times-Herald
Hogan High's Chris Edens is fouled early in the first half of Friday night's showdown
against rival Vallejo High at Grove Gym. Not only might this game determine a playoff
berth for the Spartans, but it also is the last-ever basketball meeting between the two
schools, with Hogan closing at the end of the school year.  

Edens propels Hogan
to historic victory

in finale with Vallejo

Hogan 62
Vallejo 59
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