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Edens’ big game propels Hogan to historic win over Vallejo
Times-Herald (Vallejo, CA) - Saturday, February 19, 2011
Author: Jose San Mateo / Times-Herald

A packed house at Joseph P. Grove gym rose to its feet several times in the waning
minutes.

They never sat back down when Vallejo High School’s Mike Ladao’s missed a halfcourt shot
at the buzzer to give Hogan a 62-59 win over its 40-year old rival.

The Hogan bench cleared, along with half the bleachers, to storm the court and celebrate
the Spartans’ final win at home.

Hogan will close its doors at the end of the school year due to budget cuts and declining
enrollment.

But what a heck of a way to close out Grove Gym.

Senior center Chris Edens had one of his best games of his prep career for the Spartans
(15-13, 5-5), scoring 27 points and pulling down eight rebounds. It was back-to-back
baskets by Edens in the final minute that broke a 57-57 tie and all but sealed the game for
the Spartans.

“It’s huge because this is the last game and it’s been going on for 40 years,” Edens said.
“Hogan is victorious.”

It was Edens that helped carry the Spartans early with nine points in the first quarter. He
finished the first half with 17 points and five boards as the Spartans nursed a two-point lead
heading into the break.

“Chris left his heart out there on the floor tonight. That’s the way you want to play in your
senior season,” said Hogan head coach Dwayne Jones.

The teams played a tight game the entire way with two points separating each of them at
the end of each quarter. The Spartans withstood some hot shooting early by Valllejo (16-11,
6-4) as Tajai Johnson and Mike Ladao combined for 23 points in the first half.

Ladao drained five 3-pointers when the two teams met at Bottari Gym in Vallejo earlier this
season and he looked to have his shooting stroke early. He opened the game with one of
his two 3-pointers and made three free throws after getting fouled in the second quarter.

The Spartans’ defense did a good job on Ladao in the second half, limiting him to two points
in the second half. Hogan also did a good job on Johnson, the Apaches’ leading scorer so
far this season.

He jammed home a dunk in the first quarter and also hit two 3-pointers in the second.
Johnson kept his team within two points at the half and he scored the Apaches final basket
to finish with 24 points on the night.

“It was an honor to play in this game,” Johnson said. “This rivalry goes back to my
grandparents. I just wish we could have taken the game.”
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Vallejo looked to be in command of the game after opening up a six point lead with a minute
left in the third quarter. Jalen Dupree scored eight points in the quarter, all of them from the
foul line, to spark the run. He finished with 12 points on the night.

Hogan battled back though when Edens came alive after being held in check for most of the
second half. He and Tony Smith closed the quarter with six points to pull within two heading
into the final period. Smith, another senior, finished with 16 points.

The win bolsters the Spartans’ playoff chances. They were No. 16 in the Sac-Joaquin
Section’s power rankings this week with only the top 16 making the postseason.

Hogan knocked off Vallejo in the final game of the regular season last year to slip in as the
No. 16 seed.

“You can’t draw up a better scenario than this,” Jones said. “I hope this win keeps us in the
playoffs.”

Caption: Photo: Hogan High’s Chris Edens is fouled early in the first half of Friday night’s
showdown against rival Vallejo High at Grove Gym. Not only might this game determine a
playoff berth for the Spartans, but it also is the last-ever basketball meeting between the two
schools, with Hogan closing at the end of the school year. (Mike Jory/Times-Herald)

Section: Local Sports
Record Number: 17430841
(c) 2011 Times-Herald. All rights reserved. Reproduced with the permission of Media NewsGroup,
Inc. by NewsBank, Inc.

To bookmark this article, right-click on the link below, and copy the link location:
Edens’ big game propels Hogan to historic win over Vallejo

Back To Results  Previous  Article 109 of 331  Next

America's News - Document Display http://infoweb.newsbank.com/iw-search/we/InfoWeb?p_produc...

2 of 2 2/16/12 9:17 PM


