
Steinberg says the tax
extensions are essential
to ensure that core func-
tions of state government
— primarily funding K-
12 schools and public
safety — are adequately
funded in the fiscal year
that begins July 1.

“The so-called bridge
is real money for public
schools and for public
safety,” the Sacramento
Democrat said Saturday.
“Without the bridge,
public schools and the
men and women in uni-
form are going to have a
very tough time doing
their jobs.”

The bill that failed
Friday was referred to

as “bridge funding”
because, if approved,
the money would fill the
budget gap until Califor-
nia voters could decide
in a special election
whether to extend the
expiring tax increases
for a longer period.

The governor wants
the Legislature to call a
special election in Sep-
tember. Under his plan,
voters would decide
whether to renew a half-
percent increase in the
vehicle license fee and
a 1 percent hike in the
state sales tax for five
years. They also would
vote on whether to
revive a quarter-percent
increase in the personal
income tax, which has
expired, for four years
starting in 2012.

The cumulative effect

of those tax hikes is $260
a year  per capita.

All three of the
increases were passed
by the Legislature in
2009, with the last two
expiring by June 30.
Securing a deal before
then is important for
Democrats because once
past that date, they no
longer would be asking
for tax extensions but
instead would have to
ask for an entirely new
tax increase, which is
politically unpalatable.

The Senate passed a
few relatively minor
budget bills early on
Saturday but did not
touch the tax question;
while senators could be
called back into session
this weekend, the Sen-
ate is not expected to
meet again until Mon-
day. The Assembly’s
next floor session is
likely to be Monday, two

days before the June 15
constitutional deadline
for the Legislature to
send a balanced budget
to the governor.

A voter-approved ini-
tiative would punish
lawmakers for missing
that deadline. For the
first time, they will lose
their salary and per
diem payments every
day they fail to reach a
budget deal, and the
state controller has said
he will not pay them
retroactively when a
budget eventually is set.

At least two Republi-
can votes are needed in
the Assembly and two in
the Senate to reach the
two-thirds majority
needed to raise taxes or
place a measure on the
ballot.

A handful of Republi-
cans said they might be
willing to vote for plac-
ing the tax question

before voters in a
statewide special elec-
tion in exchange for
reforms in the public
employee pension sys-
tem, a firm state spend-
ing cap and regulatory
reforms for businesses. 

Sen. Mark Leno,
D-San Francisco, said
Democrats may advance
proposals on those
reforms as early as Mon-
day, and have begun
work on an all-cuts
budget if negotiations
fail with GOP members. 

Earlier in the week,
Brown said he was mak-
ing good progress with
Republicans on those
reform issues. But in
debate this week Repub-
lican leaders said
Democrats have yet to
present long-term plans
for spending controls
and government reforms
that are needed for GOP
lawmakers to consider
the tax issues. 

A spokesman for Sen-
ate Minority Leader Bob
Dutton, R-Rancho Cuca-
monga, said Saturday
that none of the Repub-
lican senators are will-
ing to vote for a bridge
tax, even just for a few
months until a special
election can be held.
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team participated in the Western States
Basketball Classic, which brings the top
deaf teams on the West Coast to play
against each other. Her team took the title.  

Not everyone was willing to work with
her disability. When she tried to sign up
for a club team, the league refused to
allow her to play because of her hearing
impairment. Her mother Jerina pulled a
copy of the Americans with Disabilities
Act and explained to officials that they
play on public property and could not ban
Alexis from playing.

Although she got on the team, athletes
thrive on competition whether they are
deaf or not. Madayag is no different, and
took that slight as motivation to play better
and prove she could do anything other
teens can do.

A matter of respect
“Some people watch games and are sur-

prised that I do know how to play,”
Madayag said. “I feel like sometimes they
don’t respect me, but I say ‘one day they
will respect me.’” 

To her, the hardwood is the ultimate
equalizer. It’s a place where there is noth-
ing but the game and the only thing that
matters is whether you can play or not. 

“When I’m on the floor, I’m not thinking
about being deaf or what other people are
thinking. I’m thinking about basketball,”
Madayag said. “If I’m feeling down or I
have some things on my mind, I use bas-
ketball as a way to help me feel better.”

After years of attending school in Fre-
mont, Madayag felt the urge to live in
Vallejo again. She had two years left in
high school and with college looming, she
wanted to experience what it was like to
go to school with kids who could hear. So
last summer she moved out of the dorms
and enrolled at Bethel High as a junior.  

“I wanted to go to Bethel because it was
closer to home,“ Madayag said. “I told my
mom that if I go to college, I want to go to a
mainstream college. I wanted to know
what it felt like to have an interpreter with
me all the time.”

She was the only deaf student to attend
Bethel High School this year.

The biggest hurdle was communication,

and Madayag had some trouble adjusting
to her new school. 

“Communicating was a challenge,”
Madayag said. “Sometimes my friends
would be talking and I wouldn’t know what
they were talking about. I’d just be sitting
there because I sign, and can’t speak.” She
also has limited lip-reading skills.

Merry Lynn was hired by the district to
serve as an interpreter for Madayag during
the school year. She would often sit near
her during classes and relay to her
instructions from the teacher. During bas-
ketball practices and games, Lynn would
often stand on the sidelines next to Bethel
head coach Paul Davis and relay instruc-
tions to Madayag during games.

Despite some challenges that Madayag
faced, Lynn said that Madayag’s experi-
ence at Bethel is “100 percent unique.”
Deaf children are normally isolated at
school because students who can hear are
afraid of them, but at Bethel, she said,
“I’ve never seen a deaf person not be iso-
lated and feel so comfortable.” 

Off the court
Madayag was not the only one who had

to make adjustments. Her teammates,
coaches and other students had to get used
to having someone who is deaf on campus. 

Lynn, Madayag’s interpreter, said every-
body she saw at Bethel was open and
receptive to Madayag. Often her team-
mates ask Lynn to teach them how to sign
so that they can communicate directly with
her.

“High school kids are sometimes
cliquey and cruel but everybody adored

her. I’ve never seen that,” Lynn said.
“Alexis is the only one I’ve seen that was-
n’t made to feel different. Every day kids
came up and asked how to sign. They want-
ed to tell her things themselves. She was
great about teaching them.”

Keyasha Hunt was one student who took
the initiative to make Madayag feel wel-
come. Hunt was a Bethel cheerleader and
played on the junior varsity team. She first
met Madayag through Davis and Torres.

Learning to sign
“Just met her this year and one of my

friends introduced me and we started talk-
ing,” Hunt said. “I learned to sign her
name and after that I decided to start a
club.”

Hunt started a sign language class after
the basketball season. The class was held
in an after-school program called Jaguar
Zone. Madayag’s mom Jerina would
become the teacher.

“When it first started, it was just a cou-
ple of people, but it got bigger and people
came consistently,” Hunt said. “There was
food there and it was something fun.”

Many of Madayag’s teammates would
attend the class, including coach Paul
Davis, who strongly encouraged his play-
ers to attend. Davis said, “the majority of
the team goes to the class so all learn how
to communicate with her.” 

The class stopped when the school year
ended, but Hunt said she wants to resume
it again in the fall.

“I want to make it where it’s big,” Hunt
said. “I want to take field trips to a deaf
school and make it fun for everybody.” 

Alexis Madayag,
then 12, watches
as her mother,
Jerina Madayag
signs directions
from the coach
at practice at
Mare Island
Sports Center in
Vallejo in 2006.
Madayag excells
at basketball
despite being
profoundly deaf.

Mike Jory/
Times-Herald
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was deaf. 
“It was definitely dif-

ferent, in terms of learn-
ing how to communicate
with her,” Coach Davis
said. “The good part is
she always came with
energy and is a pleasant
person to be around.” 

Davis said he could-
communicate with
Madayag right away. He
knew how to sign the
alphabet and often
spelled out words. 

“I knew (how to sign)
as a kid from watching
educational things on
television,” Davis said.
“I used to watch ‘Con-
junction Junction’ all the
time. Yeah, you never
know when you’ll use
something.”

On the court, Madayag
was a solid player with a
good grasp of the funda-
mentals. Madayag
described herself as a
physical basketball play-
er who loves contact.

“She gave us assists
and rebounds, plus she
knew how to finish bas-
kets,” Davis said. “She
definitely knew how to
box out, and rebound
in traffic.”

During games, she
would hustle for loose
balls and grab rebounds.
She became a starter and
hit double figures in
points four times this past
season. She had 10 points
and eight rebounds in a
win against Vallejo High
in a game she said was
her best this season.

“I really enjoyed my
first year there,” she said.
“I think some of the girls
were scared or nervous
because we didn’t know
each other, but throughout
the season they got to
know who I am.”

Raquel Torres is
Madayag’s cousin and has
been playing with her
since they were both 10.
Using sign language on
the court was nothing
new for her or for Davis,
but it was an adjustment
for their teammates.

“It was hard for some
of the other girls just like
(Chanel and I) when we
were younger,” Torres
said. “They never had to
deal with deaf team-
mates; you can’t call her
name and at first they
didn’t have chemistry
with her. She knows
when to cut and what
passes to make. 

“Most of the time it’s
not that big of a problem
and she knows when one
of us is about to get in
trouble and when to pass
it. If she gets caught up,
we just have to take a
turnover and we’ll take
that.”

That Torres and Davis,
teammates and friends
from AAU basketball,
were on the team went
far toward smoothing the
transition for Madayag.  

“If they weren’t there, I
don’t know if it would
have happened,” she said.
“It would have felt too
awkward without them.”

Instructions:
Sudoku is a num-
ber-placing puzzle
based on a 9 X 9
grid with several
given numbers. 

The object is
to place the num-
bers 1 to 9 in the
empty squares
so that each row,
each column and
each 3X3 box
contains the
same number
only once. 

The difficulty
level increases
from Monday  to
Sunday. 
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