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Tax deal
still out
of reach

By Adam Weintraub
Associated Press

SACRAMENTO — Just days ahead of
their deadline to pass a balanced budget,
lawmakers struggled Saturday to compro-
mise on the most contentious issue to close
California’s remaining $9.6 billion deficit —
whether to renew expiring tax increases.

Gov. Jerry Brown already has signed bills
that address $11.4 billion of what had been
a $26.6 billion deficit a few months ago.
Most of those solutions were spending cuts
to health and social service programs,
passed primarily by Democratic lawmakers.

Democrats say they have little appetite
for making further cuts and want to extend
increases that were approved two years ago
to the sales and vehicle taxes. Republicans
say doing so will hurt the state’s economy
as it tries to emerge from the recession.

An attempt in the state Senate on Friday
to extend those hikes for one year failed. 

Senate President Pro Tem Darrell

Left: Jesse
Bethel High
School’s Alexis
Madayag looks
to get a shot off
in the first half of
a game against
Valley High at
the Vallejo
Holiday Classic
at Bottari Gym
last December.
Madayag, deaf
since a toddler,
has embraced
basketball as a
neutralizing force
in her life.

Below left:
Alexis Madayag,
then 12, goes in
for a layup
during practice at
the Mare Island
Sports Center in
Vallejo. Madayag
was a member
of a PanAm
Games for the
Deaf USA team.
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HEARING NOTHING BUT SUCCESS

Deaf since a toddler, she’s
made her mark on the court

Players, coach find
ways to communicate

By Jose San Mateo
Times-Herald staff writer

Bethel High School’s girls basketball
coach Paul Davis first heard about the
prospect of Alexis Madayag joining the
team from Chanel Davis, one of the
Jaguars’ best players.

Chanel had played with Madayag on
an Amateur Athletic Union team.

But it wasn’t until Madayag joined
the Bethel team last summer that the
head coach learned his newest player

By Jose San Mateo
Times-Herald staff writer

Alexis Madayag has played bas-
ketball all her life yet has never
heard the sounds of her sneakers
on the hardwood, the swish of the
net or even the referee’s whistle.

Madayag nearly died at birth.
Later, a bout of pneumonia left
her in the hospital for nearly a
month. Complications from that
illness left her deaf by the time
she was 2. 

She was 7 when her uncle Jed
introduced her to basketball, and
what began as a way to build self-
esteem soon became a life-long
passion. 

“My uncle taught me how to
play and I love it,” said the Jesse
Bethel High School student, who
will be a senior in the fall. “Bas-
ketball is my life.”

It was while competing in
Amateur Athletic Union (AAU)
basketball that Madayag learned
how to play with hearing kids.
She’d started out on her uncle’s
AAU teams — the Lady Blaze, Bay
Area Fury, Bay Area Magic and
the California Ballerz. It was
through the Ballerz that Madayag
met her future Bethel High team-
mates, Chanel Davis and Raquel
Torres.  

She left
Pennycook
Elementary
School after
turning 10, to
attend Cali-

fornia School for the Deaf in Fre-
mont. She blossomed as a player
there, leading the Eagles to the
Fremont Unified School District
Championship at 12. It was also
the first deaf team to beat out all
the hearing teams in her age
group. 

That same year, she participat-
ed in the Pan American Games for
Deaf Youth in Washington, D.C.
She became the youngest player
selected for team USA and the
only one from California. She’d
get the chance to play against
other deaf teams from Canada,
Venezuela and Mexico.

“We won gold and the champi-
onship,” Madayag said in an inter-
view with her mother serving as
her interpreter. “It was the first
time I played against deaf kids
from other countries. It was a dif-
ferent experience.” 

By the time Madayag started
playing at the high school level,
she had plenty of big game experi-
ence. During her final year at
California School for the Deaf, her
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■■ See Team, Page 2A ■■ See Alexis, Page 2A

By Lanz Christian Bañes
Times-Herald staff writer

Vallejo police arrested six Fairfield res-
idents Friday for the death of a man found
shot in the head last month in the Spring-
brook Masonic Temple parking lot.

The body of Keith Osby Jr. of Fairfield
was found by temple employees May 13 in
the bushes on the southeast corner of the
temple parking lot at 101 Temple Way.

He had been bound and shot execution
style in the head, police said in a statement
released early Saturday.

It is unclear how long it had been
between the time Osby was killed and his

■ See Tax, Page 2A

By Lanz Christian Bañes
Times-Herald staff writer

Friends, family and colleagues paid
their respects Saturday to Cris “Oggee” Vil-
lanueva, a Vallejo school board member
who died last week of lung cancer.

“He truly was a public servant,” said
Mike Santos, former principal of the now-
closed Hogan High School and incoming
director of secondary education for the
Vallejo City Unified School District.

Villanueva, 64, cast the sole vote in Janu-
ary 2010 against closing Hogan. 

Santos and many other members of the
school community attended a memorial Sat-
urday at the U.S.A. World Classic Auto
Museum, where a month ago Villanueva
was honored for his service.

Although he voted against Hogan’s clo-
sure, Villanueva was quick to support any

‘Oggee’s’ years
on school board
recalled at vigil

Six face charges
in Osby homicide

■ See Arrests, Page 4A

■ See Vigil, Page 4A
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