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The St. Patrick-St. Vincent High School volleyball team teetered on the edge of heartbreak the second round of
the North Coast Section Division IV playoffs on Saturday, but the night ended in elation as the Bruin bench
emptied into a mosh pit at center court.

The No. 3 seeded Bruins (30-6) defeated No. 6 seeded Moreau Catholic 22-25, 25-12, 21-25, 25-23, 18-16. St.
Pat’s faces No. 2 Marin Catholic (27-12) next on Wednesday.

St. Pat’s put its fans through the ringer after scoring the last five points in the fourth set to avoid elimination,
then they nearly blew a six point lead in the fifth set before rallying for the win.

“It dawned on me it could be my last game ever, and I could see it in people’s eyes that they wanted it,” said
Bruins setter Crystle Dela Cruz, “We got on a little roller coaster, but in the end we’re the ones that got off.”

The Bruins were down 23-20 in the fourth set when setter Dela Cruz set up Paige Reed for a kill that gave them
sideout. St. Pat’s never gave the ball back as Brianna Chopito presided over a service run that ended the fourth
set. Reed took over in that span finishing off all five of the Bruins points. The fourth set ended the way it began
as Dela Cruz feed Reed with a perfect set that she finished off with a spike that went off a Mariners blocker and
out of bounds.

Chopito finished with 25 digs and one ace, while Reed finished with 25 digs, two blocks, 37 kills and three aces.
Dela Cruz finished with 41 assists and 15 digs.

St. Pat’s went up 9-3 after Malia Bolko finished off the Bruins ninth point in 11 tries. The Bruins were up 13-8
when Moreau Catholic’s Jessica Marin served through a five point run that tied the score at 13-13. The Bruins
were down by a point when Bolko stopped the bleeding with one of her 19 kills on the night. She also finished
with 12 digs.

“It’s nothing but tenseness. You just have to trust your teammates,” Reed said of the comeback. “It took a lot of
heart to come back like that and that’s what our team is all about.”

The fifth set went back-and-forth twice more as Moreau’s Kassidy Herbert scored a point to tie it up at 15-15.
Reed gave St. Pat’s the lead briefly on the ensuing point, but the Mariners Lauren Brown notched a kill to tie it
up again. Reed again came up large with a key block that put the Bruins within a point of ending the match.
After Moreau could not get the ball back over, St. Pat’s could breath a sigh of relief.

“It was fun, it was good volleyball,” said St. Pat’s head coach Danette Domecus. “You always want to have
teams be competitive with each other. These kind of games are good. It shows what backbone we have.”

Caption: Photo: St.Patrick-St.Vincent’s bench explodes in celebration as the girl’s volleyball team takes the
fourth set to tie the match 2-2 against Moreau Catholic in the second round of the North Coast Section Division
IV playoffs.
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