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If the second round of the Sac-Joaquin Section Division III soccer playoffs were a heavyweight title fight, Vallejo
High School lost by technical knockout in the 15th round.

The Apaches (13-1-7) fell to Natomas 3-1 in penalty kicks despite Vallejo striker Edgar Jimenez tying the score
2-2 in the second overtime period.

“I’m proud of them. This is the best team I’ve had in a long time,” said Vallejo head coach Victor Bernardez.
“They played like champions. I’m not disappointed in my team at all.”

Juan Mendoza, Christian Gomez and Adrian Revelez all scored for the defending section champion Nighthawks
(9-6-2). Jose Avalos was the lone Apache to score after Natomas goalkeeper Jorge Flores stopped shots by
Arturo Sanchez, Marco Reyes and Kevin Estrada to seal it for Natomas.

“They had an awesome keeper. I’ve never seen anything like that,” Bernardez said of Flores. “Kudos to that
team. They came out to win this game.”

Vallejo played the role of Juan Manuel Marquez to Natomas’ Manny Pacquiao as the Apaches tried to play
counter-puncher to the Nighthawks lightning quick runs into the Vallejo end of the field.

The Nighthawks took advantage of Vallejo’s often disjointed passing in the midfield throughout the first half,
converting turnovers into opportunities at goal. Luis Romo was able to send several crosses into the box, and
Mendoza had a dangerous chance by blasting a right-foot shot that hit the crossbar and went over the goal.

“We played nervous in the first 15 or ten minutes,” Bernardez said. “We couldn’t get into a rhythm.”

Vallejo would take a lead into the break though after the Apaches launched a counter attack after a missed shot
by Natomas, and entered the penalty box with numbers. After a shot by Chris Garcia was blocked by Flores,
Jimenez put it in on the deflection around the 30-minute mark.

The Apaches held on to the lead for 45 minutes as the Nighthawks applied pressure throughout the second half.
Vallejo goalkeeper Juan Villa made some spectacular saves including a diving stop on a shot by Mendoza to
start the second half.

Villa totaled four saves in the second half and nearly had the shut out, but Natomas finally broke in a frantic
sequence in the 75th minute. The Nighthawks sent a cross into the Vallejo box that was cleared out of bounds
and set up a corner kick on the left side of the field. Ismael Ruiz booted a cross that ended up near the right
post. The deflection bounced off Vallejo defender Kevin Gomes and in for the tying goal.

Natomas pulled ahead in the second half when Mendoza hit a shot that deflected off another player and over
Villa to put the Nighthawks up 2-1. It was not until the second overtime that Jimenez was able to put in the tying
goal to force penalty kicks.

Both Solano County Athletic Conference champions were ousted in the second round after Benicia (11-3-5) fell
to Placer (18-2-4) 3-0 in Auburn.

Caption: Photo: Vallejo High’s Edgar Jimenez, center, is mobbed by his teammates after scoring the first and
only goal of the first half of Tuesday night’s quarterfinal soccer playoff game against visiting Natomas High at
Corbus Field in Vallejo. Vallejo tied 2-2 and then lost 3-1 in penalty kicks. (Mike Jory/Times-Herald)
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