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W E D N E S D A Y

By Genaro C. Armas 
Associated Press

STATE COLLEGE, Pa. — Coach
Joe Paterno is fighting for his job
amid “eroding” support from
Penn State’s board of trustees
and a widening sex-abuse scan-
dal and possible cover-up cen-
tered on former assistant and
one-time heir apparent Jerry
Sandusky.

Paterno’s regularly scheduled
news conference was abruptly
canceled Tuesday. A university
spokesman cited “ongoing legal
circumstances,” a reference to
charges announced over the

weekend that Sandusky molested
eight young boys between 1994
and 2009, and that two PSU
administrators who have since
stepped aside failed to notify
authorities of a 2002 incident
reported by an eyewitness.

Hundreds of fans staged a rau-
cous rally outside Paterno’s home
Tuesday evening. He appeared
briefly, along with some family
members, and thanked the crowd
for coming.

“I’ve lived for this place. I’ve
lived for people like you guys and
girls,” Paterno said.

“It’s hard for me to say how
much this means,” the 84-year-old

coach said.
“As you know, the kids that

were the victims, I think we ought
to say a prayer for them.”

Asked if he was still the coach,
Paterno didn’t answer but a
young woman who stood with her
arm around him replied: “Now is
not the time.”

Paterno’s son, Scott, said his
father was disappointed over the
decision by PSU President Gra-
ham Spanier to cancel the news
conference. Addressing reporters
outside his parents’ house, Scott
said Joe was prepared to answer

The beginning of the end?
Amid ‘eroding’ support, Paterno’s job at Penn St. on the line

■ See Paterno, Page 3B

Associated Press
Penn State football coach Joe Paterno leaves
the Louis and Mildred Lasch Football Building
on the Penn State campus in State College, Pa.,
on Tuesday. 

Mike Jory/Times-Herald
Vallejo High’s Edgar Jimenez, center, is mobbed by his teammates after scoring the first and only
goal of the first half of Tuesday night’s quarterfinal soccer playoff game against visiting Natomas
High at Corbus Field in Vallejo. Vallejo tied 2-2 and then lost 3-1 in penalty kicks.   

By Jose San Mateo
Times-Herald sports writer

If the second round of the Sac-Joaquin Section Divi-
sion III soccer playoffs were a heavyweight title fight,
Vallejo High School lost by techni-
cal knockout in the 15th round. 

The Apaches (13-1-7) fell to
Natomas 3-1 in penalty kicks
after Vallejo striker Edgar
Jimenez tied the score 2-2 in the
second overtime period. 

“I’m proud of them. This is the
best team I’ve had in a long time,”
said Vallejo head coach Victor
Bernardez. “They played like
champions. I’m not disappointed in my team at all.”

Juan Mendoza, Christian Gomez and Adrian Rev-
elez all scored for the Nighthawks (9-6-2). Jose Aval-
os was the lone Apache to score after Natomas goal-

keeper Jorge Flores stopped shots by Arturo
Sanchez, Marco Reyes and Kevin Estrada to seal it
for Natomas. 

“They had an awesome keeper. I’ve never seen
anything like that,” Bernardez said of Flores.
“Kudos to that team. They came out to win this
game.” 

Vallejo High played the role of Juan Manuel
Marquez to Natomas’ Manny Pacquiao as the
Apaches tried to play counter-puncher to the
Nighthawks lightning quick runs into the Vallejo
end of the field.

The Nighthawks took advantage of Vallejo’s often
disjointed passing in the midfield throughout the
first half, converting turnovers into opportunities at
goal. Luis Romo was able to send several crosses
into the box, and Mendoza had a dangerous chance
by blasting a right-foot shot that hit the crossbar
and went over the goal.

In my time as a sports writer I
have seen a lot of rare

events.
I’ve covered a high school

baseball game where there was
a triple play. I’ve covered a Lit-
tle League baseball game
where a kid hit four home runs. 

What I almost saw last Fri-
day night in Bethel High’s foot-
ball game against Vallejo at
Corbus Field, however, may
have been even more rare than

a vegan hanging out in a butcher shop. 
I almost saw a football game end without the

traditional handshakes between the two teams.
Moments after the Jaguars completed an

undefeated season in the Solano County Athletic
Conference by defeating the Apaches 35-0, the
referees informed both coaches, Vallejo’s Mike
Wilson and Bethel’s Jeff Turner, that there
would be no handshake.

The ref’s decision was most likely based on a
few factors.

First, word had probably spread to the offi-
cials about Vallejo and Rodriguez almost having
a scuffle during the end-of-game handshakes the
previous week at Corbus Field.

Secondly, this was a rival game where many
players where friends with pride on the line,
and the teams had been involved in numerous
hits after the whistle had blown.

Last but not least, the area surrounding the
field had a hostile feeling, as minutes after the
game fights were reported to occur just outside
the stadium. Later in the night, a man found
multiple bullet casings in his car from gunshots
heard earlier in the night. 

All of these were poor excuses for Turner.
Soon after the Bethel head coach came down

to the field from the press box, Turner was livid
and shocked when he was told there would be
no handshake.

“Well, there was a couple skirmishes near the
end of the game so the ref told me that we
weren’t going to shake hands,” Turner said. “It
was just silly to finish the game without a hand-
shake. The first thing I had to do after that was
line up my team and get them settled and ready
to shake Vallejo’s hands. It didn’t seem like any-
thing was going to happen so I went over to
Vallejo’s side and asked them, ‘Are we going to
shake hands?’ The CIF is all about victory and
honor, and the handshake is all about that.” 

Turner said that Wilson and Vallejo’s coaches
appeared to not want to shake hands. Wilson 
disagreed.

“I was kind of caught in between on that,”
Wilson said. “I usually talk to my team real fast
before we line up and shake hands. I think it
was more of him (Turner) being a little too excit-
ed after the game and probably doing a little
more than he needed to do. I was lining up my
team and getting them ready to shake hands.
Maybe we weren’t moving as fast as we should
have, but it was definitely about to happen.”

With the San Francisco 49ers head coach Jim
Harbaugh and Detroit Lions head coach Jim
Schwartz having a scuffle following their game last
month, rumblings have began about whether or not
the end-of-the game handshake ritual is outdated.

Turner said that he thought Harbaugh acted
“like he had just won the Super Bowl”  follow-
ing the 49er win. Even with that, however, Turn-
er and Wilson both say the handshakes between
players and coaches following a game should
always continue.

“It’s hard to turn it off following a hard fought
game like that,” Wilson said. “But that’s why we
talk to our players first, so we can settle them
down. But the shaking of hands after the game is
just good sportsmanship. It’s not a bad thing at
all. I definitely see it continuing following
games.”

Let’s shake hands
THOMAS
GASE

■ See Gase, Page 2B

BOYS SOCCER

NATOMAS BEATS

VALLEJO 3-1 IN

PENALTY KICKS.

Fight to the finish
Vallejo soccer falls to Natomas in penalty kicks

■ See Vallejo, Page 2B

By Daniel Brown 
and Mark Emmons

MediaNews Group

Frank Gore is on the verge of becoming the
49ers’ all-time leading rusher.

Or is he?Joe “The Jet” Perry rushed for 8,689
yards in a 49ers uniform, but his first two seasons
were erased from the ledgers because they came
while the franchise played in the long-forgotten All-
America Football Conference.

The 49ers, in accordance with league policy, list

the official mark at 7,344 — which counts only NFL
yardage. That bookkeeping forever rankled Perry, a
Hall of Famer who died April 25, at age 84.

“That was always a bone of contention with Joe,”
Donna Perry, his widow, said in a phone interview
from her home in Chandler, Ariz. She said her hus-
band wanted the numbers to reflect the entirety of
a 49ers career that lasted from 1948-60 and ‘63.
Gore needs 149 yards against the New York Giants
on Sunday to become the new franchise leader. In

Gore’s 49er rushing record up for debate

■ See 49ers, Page 2B
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