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Cal Maritime
Academy’s
Isaiah
Johnson takes
a jump shot
during practice
as the
Keelhaulers
prepare for
their first home
game tonight
against
Corban
University.
Johnson is
one of the
team’s many
seniors.  

Mike Jory
Times-Herald

By Matt O’Donnell
Times-Herald sports editor

It may be hard to top the
excitement at Morrow Cove the
last two seasons.

Two years ago, the Cal Mar-
itime men’s basketball team
posted the best mark in school
history with a 19-13 record and
the California Pacific Athletic
Conference championship. Then
last season, the Keelhaulers
were a win away from the NAIA
tournament in Kansas City, mak-
ing it to the finals of the confer-
ence tournament before falling
to Holy Names.

However, head coach Bryan
Rooney is always up for a chal-
lenge.

“I think this
is a hungry
group,”
Rooney said.
“We have
some return-
ers whose
roles have
increased and
I think the
guys are
ready.”

The Keelhaulers feature
seven seniors, including Hogan
High School graduate Josh

Greenwell, the team’s MVP from
last year and a first-team, all-
conference performer.

“Josh in his fourth year in the
program and we’ve asked him to
lead by example before,”
Rooney said. “This year we’re
hoping to get him out of his com-
fort zone and be a little bit more
vocal.”

Greenwell, a 6-foot-2, 180-
pounder, will has been suffering
from a groin injury, could return
as early as today when the Keel-
haulers host Corban in the sec-
ond game of the preseason.

Keelhaulers sail with seniors

By Jerry McDonald
MediaNews Group

Michael Bush knows the drill.
Playing the same position as Darren

McFadden requires enough patience to take a
backseat to one of the NFL’s most explosive
running backs but enough talent to take over
when injury leads to an inevitable starting
assignment.

“It’s not the first time I’ve been down this
road,’’ Bush said Thursday after getting in
most of the reps with the first team as the
Raiders prepared for their game against the
Denver Broncos “It’s bad Darren got hurt, and

I wish he was out there play-
ing with us, but the coach
believes in me and I just
have to keep this offense
rolling.’’

McFadden missed prac-
tice Thursday and hasn’t set
foot on the field since sus-
taining a right mid-foot
sprain on Oct. 23 against

Kansas City on his second and final carry.
Bush took over as the lead ball carrier and

finished with 99 yards on 17 carries. It’s a role
he’ll likely assume Sunday as well against
Denver, with the Raiders hoping to get McFad-
den ready to play the San Diego Chargers on
Thursday night, Nov. 6.

“He’s in a tough spot,’’ Raiders coach Hue
Jackson said. “He plays behind one of the best

Bush prepares
as the starter 
McFadden’s injury opens
door in Raider backfield

SUNDAY
vs. Broncos

1 p.m.
CBS

By Cam Inman
MediaNews Group

Vernon Davis is hawking T-shirts commem-
orating his 49ers debut Sunday in his native
Washington D.C.

“Have you seen ‘em? Do
you like ‘em?” Davis asked
Thursday. “It’s like 25 bucks,
or it should be.”

Actually, they’re $35 on
his personal Web site. But
who’s counting anything but
49ers victories these days?

Here’s something else
Davis is selling: An unselfish attitude despite
fewer receptions.

Team concept sinks
in for 49ers’ Davis

Mike Jory/Times-Herald
Benicia High’s Dante Arias missed scoring on this header from a throw-in in the first half of Thursday’s
playoff game at Drolette Stadium, colliding with Cordova goalkeeper Maikhail Pavioglo. Arias scored in
stoppage time in the second half to tie the game for the Panthers, sending it into extra time.  

By Jose San Mateo
Times-Herald sports writer

The opening round of  Sac-
Joaquin Section Division III play-
offs rested on the wind and a
prayer on Thursday night.

Fortunately for the Benicia
High School boys soccer team, the
ball bounced in its favor on a blus-
tery day at Drolette Stadium as
the Panthers tied their game
against Cordova 1-1 on a stoppage
time goal by senior Dante Arias in
the second half. They later won 4-2
on penalty kicks after 20 minutes
of scoreless overtime.

“It was more based on luck,”
Arias said of the tying goal.
“You’re there and it just happens
for you sometimes.”

Arias, Jared Thieme, Matt Judd
and Zach Coan all converted their
penalty shots for Benicia while
the Lancers missed two of theirs.

The Panthers earned a second-

round match up against Placer in
Auburn on Tuesday thanks to the
play of goal keeper Kenneth Butts,
who didn’t allow a goal except for
a penalty shot by the Lancers sen-
ior striker Anthony Sanchez in the
53rd minute. He also stopped two
shots in penalty kicks to seal the

Panthers’ win. 
For nearly

30 minutes it
looked like the
Panthers (12-2-4)
appeared des-
tined for an early
exit as the wind
tilted many of the
scoring chances
toward the right

side of the field.
The Lancers (7-12-4) were head-

ing in that direction when Sanchez
fought through three defenders
running down the left side, drew a
foul inside the penalty box then
buried his chance  as he snuck a

low shot past Butts.
“It was pressuring. You don’t

know if your going to play again on
(Tuesday),” Arias said. “You’re
like is this going to be it right
now? Or can we get it back?”  

Benicia could not get anything
going for most of the second half
as Cordova played its midfield
back and tried to run out to clock.
The Lancers were a a minute
short as a foul gave the Panthers a
free kick 35 yards away from the
goal.

Benicia’s senior defender Judd
lofted a high-arching cross into
the box and Arias beat his defend-
er on a run toward the goal and
put in the shot that saved Beni-
cia’s season.

The wind was howling in a sta-
dium that Panthers head coach
Javier Martinez called “Wrigley
Field of the West” as Cordova

Winds of change
Panthers hold off Lancers in penalty kicks

Cal Maritime men hope to keep up high standards

TODAY
vs. Corban,
7:30 p.m.

BASKETBALL

■ See CMA, Page 3B

Benicia beats
Cordova 4-2 in
penalty kicks

■ See Panthers, Page 2B

SUNDAY
at Redskins

10 a.m.
FOX

■ See Bush, Page 3B

■ See Davis, Page 3B

Fred Couples, Jay Haas
battle for share of lead at 

Schwab Cup in S.F.    PAGE 4B

COUPLES HAS  
SHARE OF LEAD
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