
MCQUEARY IS
PUT ON LEAVE
Penn St. puts assistant
coach on administrative
leave Friday        PAGE 3B

Calendar  . . . . . . .2B
Local  . . . . . . . . . .2B
Scoreboard  . . . .2B
College Football  .3B
NBA  . . . . . . . . . .4B
Golf  . . . . . . . . . . .4B
Racing  . . . . . . . . .4B
MLB  . . . . . . . . . .4B

Index …
Report scores  . . . . . . .553-6839

Fax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .553-6851

Matt O’Donnell  . . . . . .553-6822

Jose San Mateo  . . . . .553-6839

Thomas Gase  . . . . . . .553-6838

Sports@
timesheraldonline.com

Contact us: Local: St. Pat’s football
ends year with win | 2B 

MLB: Papelbon signs 
deal with Phillies   | 4B 

SPORTSNovember 12, 2011 B
S A T U R D A Y

By Jon Wilner
Media News Group

The pick is Stanford 45, Ore-
gon 35, and here’s why:

n The conditions.
In addition to having the best

player in the game (quarterback
Andrew Luck), Stanford has the
home-field advantage Saturday.
And that’s a significant edge —
not because of the crowd but
because of the field.

Coach David Shaw said this

week that the playing surface is
of no consequence: artificial turf

or natural
grass, it’s the
same for the
No. 3 Cardinal
and No. 6
Ducks.

“They’re
fast every-
where,” Shaw
said. “We can
play on sand —

they’re fast.”

But Oregon’s offense is predi-
cated on speed and on putting its
playmakers in position to maxi-
mize that speed.

A faster surface lends itself to
Oregon’s style of play more than
to Stanford’s style of play — it
enables the Ducks to more effec-
tively execute their plan of attack.

But the Tifway II Bermuda
grass at Stanford Stadium will be
soft from the rain. It will also,

By Jose San Mateo
Times-Herald sports writer

The opening round of the Sac-
Joaquin Section Division I

playoffs came down to the
defense and on a cold Friday
night at Corbus Field, Bethel’s
unit delivered.

With Jesuit (5-6) just four yards
away from the game tying score
with 34 seconds left, the Jaguars
K’lan Anderson intercepted a
fourth down pass from Jared
Elenberger to seal the game for
Bethel.

“It was kind of scary. It was
tough,” Anderson said. “We
couldn’t give up anything else. I
had to get that interception.” 

The No. 3 seeded Jaguars (10-1)
advanced to the second round of
the section playoffs with a  24-17
win over No. 14 seeded Jesuit.
They will face No. 6 seeded Grant
in the second round. 

Despite Bethel’s ominous start
to this game, it ended up taking a
lead into halftime and hung on

for the victory. Jesuit got on the
board first after a false start
penalty killed Jaguars opening
drive. Bethel punted and the
Maurauders marched down to the

12-yard line.
The drive
stalled at the 12
yard line after
an incomplete
pass by quarter-
back Thomas
Sperbeck, and
Dasion Cole
stopped running
back Matthew
Ternan for no
gain. Jesuit set-
tled for a 25-

yard field goal by Andrew Nave
to go up 3-0 in the first quarter.

The quarter took a wild turn
after that when Jesuit’s John
Frank fumbled a swing pass that
Bethel recovered. Then the
Jaguars gave it right back when
Bethel quarterback Rodney Cook
fumbled the ball away at the
Jesuit 15- yard line. Cook
redeemed himself with 36 sec-

onds left in the quarter when
Sperbeck tried a lateral to Mason
Pigman that was tipped by Cook.
The players stopped, but the
whistle never blew and Cook
rumbled 25 yards for the touch-
down to give Bethel a 6-3 lead.

The lead would be short lived,
however, when Jesuit struck back
with a touchdown of its own.
Jesuit’s Devin Kelly took the
ensuing kickoff 78-yards for a
touchdown with 21 seconds
remaining in the first quarter to
make it 10-6 Jesuit.

It looked like Bethel was about
to lose control of the game when
Christian Miller fumbled on the
kickoff giving the Maurauders the
ball at the Bethel 37-yard line to
start the second quarter. Jesuit
had fourth down at the 20 when
Sperbeck’s pass was tipped at the
line and somehow fell into the
hands of Cameron Todd. Todd
went 16 yards to the Bethel four
to set up first and goal. 

The game turned with a 

By Matt O’Donnell
Times-Herald sports editor

With just two victories in the preseason, the
Solano College football team didn’t look like the
favorite to win the Bay Valley Conference title.

But with today’s regular season finale at Shasta
on tap, the Falcons have
already clinched the confer-
ence crown and qualified for
another bowl game. Solano is
3-0 in the BVC and has the
tiebreaker against second-place
teams Contra Costa and Yuba.

The Falcons (5-4 overall)
will play in the Living Breath
Foundation Bowl against the
Coast Conference champion,
either Monterey or Hartnell
next week.

Still, coach Floyd Burnsed would still like to
win the season finale with Shasta in Redding.
Kickoff is 5 p.m.

Solano wants
to finish strong

■ See Solano, Page 3B

TODAY
at Shasta 

5 p.m.

FOOTBALL

On the surface, Stanford has
slight advantage at home

Wet grass at Stanford Stadium may slow down Oregon

■ See Stanford, Page 3B

TODAY
vs. Oregon 

5 p.m.
ABC/ 860 AM

Associated Press file
Stanford coach David Shaw waves to fans as he
holds his one-year-old son, Gavin, after a game
against Washington Oct. 22, in Stanford. Shaw
is hoping the home advantage comes into play
today against Oregon.

Bethel 24
Jesuit 17

FOOTBALL

Mike Jory/Times-Herald
Jesse Bethel’s DeAundray Taylor dives over the goal line with Jesuit’s Steven Tavenner hanging on.
It was the Jaguar’s first offensive touchdown of Friday night’s Sac-Joaquin Section Division I playoff
game at Corbus Field. Bethel won the game 24-17. 

By Matt O’ Donnell
Times-Herald sports editor

ORANGEVALE - After one quarter on Friday,
the Casa Roble and Benicia football teams had
combined for just 13 points.

Little did fans know that the two teams were
still in warm-ups.

The rest of the game
played out much like it was
billed with the No. 5 Rams
outlasting the No. 12 Pan-
thers, 57-41, in the first round
of the Sac-Joaquin Section
Division III playoffs.

Benicia (7-4) was ousted
from the first round for the
second straight season.

"There were two major
turning points in my opin-

ion,” Benicia coach Craig Holden said. “We
scored first, but they ran back the kickoff and
that broke some momentum. That second was
the last touchdown they scored right before the
half.”

The Panthers had cut the Rams’ lead to 30-27
after a Ryan Bohnet to Austin Carr 6-yard touch-
down pass with 32 seconds left. However, the
Rams quickly streaked down the field on the
next possession, scoring with no time remaining
on a Mitch Samson to Josh Wilson 24-yard touch-
down pass.

Benicia would again cut the lead to three
points at 37-34 with 4:44 left in the third quarter
on Chris Dadson’s 3-yard TD run. But Casa Roble
running back Kody Jones answered with a 13-
yard touchdown run with just less than 2 min-
utes left in the period.

Panthers lose
in shootout

Benicia football falls in
first round of playoffs

FOOTBALL

Casa Roble 57
Benicia 41

■ See Benicia, Page 2B Break on through
Bethel football wins, advances to next round of playoffs 

■ See Bethel, Page 2B
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