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W E D N E S D A Y

By Matt O’Donnell
Times-Herald sports editor

Kendall Core just signed her
letter of intent with Alabama
State, but she still plans to be
hungry when softball season
begins again in the spring.

“I’m really confident about
winning league again. I think
we’ll do well,” Core said Tues-
day afternoon. “We want to win
the section this year. We came
one run short of going to the

section championship (series)
last season.”

The Benicia High School sen-
ior made the signing official
over the weekend and she held
a signing party at her school on
Monday.

Alabama State is a Division I
school that plays in the South-
western Conference. Coaches
with the Hornets watched Core
when she was playing for her
18 Gold Lady Hustle team last
summer during a showcases in

Las Vegas, Colorado and Hunt-
ington Beach.

Core just finished fall league
play with the Lady Hustle team.
She hit a home run over the
center-field fence in a win over
Southern California’s best
teams, the L.A. Firecrackers,
during a Huntington Beach
showcase recently.

Core was the Solano County

Core ingredient for Benicia
Senior infielder makes signing with Alabama State official

By Cam Inman
MediaNews Group

SANTA CLARA — A day after decidedly
winning his staring debut, Colin Kaepernick
stated he wants to keep playing and wants no
part of a 49ers quarterback controversy with
incumbent starter Alex Smith.

“I don’t want there to be
a controversy,” Kaepernick
said in an ESPN Radio
interview. “I just want to do
whatever’s best for this
team, whatever is going to
help us win games.”

Kaepernick, last year’s
second-round draft pick out
of Nevada, passed for 243

yards and two touchdowns in the 49ers’ 32-7
win over the Bears on “Monday.

Smith failed to receive medical clearance
from a Nov. 11 concussion, and if post-concus-
sion symptoms persist, Kaepernick assuredly

Kaepernick wants
no part of controversy

Mike Jory/Times-Herald
Benicia High softball’s third baseman Kendall Core
poses with her high school coach Kaitlin Grubbs on
Monday as she prepares to sign her letter of intent
to attend and play at Alabama State University.  

By Josh Dubow
Associated Press

BERKELEY — Jeff Tedford made a down-
trodden program relevant as coach at Califor-
nia, putting out competitive teams for a
decade, developing dozens of NFL players
and spearheading a facilities upgrade.

When he was unable to match his own
early on-field success in recent years he was
fired after 11 years as coach.

Cal fired Tedford on
Tuesday, ending a tenure
that began with great prom-
ise and ended with a disap-
pointing run of mediocrity
capped by his worst season
as coach.

“This was a difficult
decision made after consid-
erable thought and analysis
and reflection,” athletic
director Sandy Barbour
said. “Jeff Tedford is a good
man who has brought great

success and celebration and to his university
and deserves to occupy a place of honor in the
Cal family. His legacy is unquestioned.”

Cal parts ways
with Tedford

Tedford

Bears were 3-9 this season

N O R T H E R N  C A L I F O R N I A  S T A T E  P L A Y O F F S

By Jose San Mateo
Times-Herald sports writer

Spider-Man, Gumby, Bert from
“Sesame Street” and the rest of
the Bruins faithful all saw the
St. Patrick-St. Vincent High girls
volleyball team carry its streak of
home dominance into its first-ever
Northern California State Playoff
match on Tuesday night.

No. 2-seeded St. Pat’s complet-
ed a 25-20, 25-14, 25-14 sweep of
No. 7 Yreka to advance into the
NorCal quarterfinals against No. 3
Harbor of Santa Cruz on Saturday
at 7 p.m.

Harbor has the tough task of
facing St. Pat’s at the Bruins Lair
where they have lost just one

game in five playoff matches. The
Bruins (35-5) completed three
sweeps en route to the North
Coast Section Division IV Champi-
onship and added their fourth in
the NorCal opener.

“I think we’re getting better
and better,” St. Pat’s head coach

Danette Dome-
cus said. “We
had Malia, who
was on fire
tonight and she
kept us going.” 

The Bruins
had another
spirited crowd

for this one with the student body
continuing the trend of wearing
Halloween costumes to support

the girls volleyball team through-
out the playoffs.

They doted outside hitter
Malia Bolko with the chant “She’s
a sophomore!” with every play she
made then had the presence of
mind to change it to “You can’t
stop her!” when she was dominat-
ing the match. 

Bolko brought her all-around
game tonight providing kills and a
powerful serve that keyed the Bru-
ins’ win. By the third set she had a
had a strut going as she walked
away from the net after each point
she finished off with a spike. She
ended the night with 14 kills, four
aces and five digs. 

SUNDAY
at Saints
1:25 p.m.

FOX

■ See Tedford, Page 4B

■ See 49ers, Page 3B

Mike Jory/Times-Herald
St. Patrick-St. Vincent High School’s Malia Bolko beats two Yreka blockers on this spike during the
Bruins’ three-set win Tuesday night in the first round of the Northern California Division Playoffs.   

Sophomore sizzle

49ers coach Jim Harbaugh went 
back to the doctor to check on 

irregular heartbeat      PAGE 3B

LOCAL: Solano volleyball
ousted from NorCals           | 2B 

COLLEGE: Stanford’s Skov
not fully healthy       | 4B 

Bolko helps lead NorCal win over Miners

■ See Core, Page 2B

St. Pat’s 3
Yreka 0

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL

■ See Bruins, Page 2B
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